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ϭ͘ WƵƌƉŽƐĞ 

This document provides comprehensive guidance for University of New England (UNE) researchers on 
ethical and legal considerations when recruiting students as research participants. UNE considers students 
to be a potentially vulnerable population. 
 
For an overview of important terminology used within this guidance document, please refer to Section 9   
‘Key Definitions’ below. 

 

Ϯ͘ 'ĞŶĞƌĂů�WƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞƐ 
 

 

Please refer to The Belmont Report for more information.  

https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/belmont-report/read-the-belmont-report/index.html
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ϯ͘ϭ� ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ŝŶǀŽůǀŝŶŐ�KŶĞ͛Ɛ�KǁŶ�^ƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ 

Although proposals from faculty members who wish to recruit their own students as research 
participants are permitted, faculty are encouraged to seek alternative participant pools that are 
equally relevant to their research question whenever possible. This might include students from 
another class section not taught by the researcher, those recruited by a different instructor, or the 
use of data that has been anonymized by a research assistant, ensuring the researcher cannot 
identify participants. Additionally, the IRB may ask investigators to provide justification for including 
students as research participants from courses for which they are the instructor.  
 
Tor wh� w猐ɹᄠ愧鈀ey are the ৳rostructor. 
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Consent materials should include the following details: 
 

 State alternative activities are available for students who decline to participate in the 
research. 

 Specify the amount and types of credit offered, and required unit of time per credit for both 
research participation and the alternative activity.  

 Describe the parameters for earning the credit whether for the research or the alternative 
activity. 

 Explain how instructors will be notified of their students’ research participation (when 
applicable).  

 
Withdrawal from the Study 

Before participating, students need to understand what happens if they decide to withdraw from a 
study before it ends. If a study offers course credit for participation, students who choose to 
withdraw should still receive the full course credit promised. In cases where participation is 
compensated monetarily, students earn their payment progressively as the study advances, 
proportional to their involvement. This payment is not dependent on completing the entire study. 

 
ϯ͘Ϯ� 

https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/guidance/faq/children-research/index.html


http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html


https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/resources/protection-pupil-rights-amendment-ppra-general-guidance
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 Undue influence, on the other hand, involves offering a prospective participant an excessive or 
inappropriate incentive to secure their participation. For instance, a scenario where a researcher 
offers extra credit to psychology students exclusively through participation in a study constitutes 
undue influence, as it does not provide students with alternative avenues to earn extra credit. To 


